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Christmas comes 
to the Sagrada Família
28,000 people celebrate 
the birth of Jesus at the basilica

TOWARDS 2026
The central towers 
have now surpassed 
the only bell tower 
that Gaudí finished

WORSHIp
The Basilica hosts the 
ordination of eight new deacons

INTeRVIeW
The Temple's financial director 
tells us how the Foundation's 
budget is managed 
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Towards 2026
A visit of high standing. 
The winners of the latest 

draw of the Sagrada 
Família are taken up 

to the work site.

worship 
Diaconal ordinations.

The Cardinal 
Archbishop 

of Barcelona presided 
over this mass.
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ChrisTmas speCial 
Concert. The repertoire 

included traditional 
Catalan Christmas carols 

and others from around 
the world.  

iNTerView
Emma Marina. 

She became the 
Financial Director 

of the Sagrada Família 
last May.
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Towards 2026

Report on the works. 
The central towers 

continue to rise 
and are now taller than 

the Nativity façade.

ChrisTmas speCial   
Family workshop.  

More than 400 
children took part 

in the thirty 
organized sessions. 
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symbols
The genealogy 

of Jesus. It can be seen 
on the trumeau column

 that divides the portal of 
Charity in two.

15

ChrisTmas speCial
Light show. 

More than 25,000 
people enjoyed 

the light show on 
the Nativity façade. 
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editorial

Gaudí believed the Sagrada Família should be a sanc-
tuary, a sacred place in the midst of a secular space, 
but he did not see it as a bunker, isolated and hostile, 
but as a building that engages with this city. That is 
why the three façades are not simply Romanesque 
and Gothic portals, they are altarpieces placed on the 
outside for passers-by to see and admire. And the pe-
rimeter cloister is not a space for monastic silence, but 
an area that connects with the hustle and bustle of the 
city, with taxis and buses just a few metres away, with 
the hubbub of people strolling by. In Gaudí’s view, one 
does not pray away from the world but as part of the 
world, in solidarity with the joys and concerns of those 
who live in it. The Sagrada Família is not an inward-
facing building, with high walls and small openings, 
but a symphony of light and colour, conceptually con-
necting the inside and the outside. It is a stone utopia, 
which represents the world-city (according to Marc 
Augé) in terms of religious, more specifically Christian 
and, even more specifically, Catholic symbolism.

In this context, we must ask ourselves what makes 
such a poignantly religious building so attractive to 
the millions of people who visit it every year who do 
not engage with, nor even understand, Christian sym-
bolism. The answer must surely be that the Sagrada 
Família is seen as pulchrum, as something beautiful. 
Gaudí imagined a church which uniquely blends to-
gether forms reflected in nature (the common mother 
of all cultures), depth of space (with the transcendent 
gaze that this implies) and overlapping light (the be-
ginning of all creation and even of what is not created). 
The architects who, in recent decades, have finished 
(Jordi Bonet) or are in the process of finishing (Jordi 
Faulí) Gaudí’s great project have understood how to 
truly express a concept that sits somewhere between 
humanity and divinity - this is what Christianity is! 

A conversation between  
the Basilica and the city 

Armand Puig i Tàrrech
reCTor oF The ATeNeu 

uNIverSITArI SANT PACIà

«in Gaudí’s view, 
one does not pray 
away from the 
world but as part 
of the world, 
in solidarity with 
the joys and 
concerns of those 
who live in it» 

«the saGrada família 
uniquely blends 
toGether forms 

reflected in nature, 
depth of space and 
overlappinG liGht»  
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On its way 
to becoming  
the tallest 
in Barcelona 
 
At the end of 2019, the Sagrada 
Família was 111.78 metres tall. 
Over the next two years, however, 
the Temple will grow to the height 
Gaudí had envisaged: 172.50 m. 
Since the construction of the first 
towers, the Basilica has always 
been part of the city’s skyline.  
With its central towers and the 
date set for completion in 2026, 
all eyes are on the Sagrada 
Família’s silhouette: at the end 
of last year, in fact, it was already 
the seventh tallest building in 
Barcelona and the surrounding 
metropolitan area. In 2022 it will 
top the list, surpassing the Torre 
Mapfre and the Hotel Arts, both 
154 metres, built in 1992 on the 
occasion of the Olympic Games. 

at a glance

Photo of the Sagrada Família taken 
at night from the Carmel district. 
To the left you can see the Torre Mapfre 
and the Hotel Arts (154 m), and on the right, 
the W Barcelona hotel (99 m).
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The cenTral Towers 
have now surpassed 
The only bell Tower 
ThaT Gaudí saw finished 
in his lifeTime,  
The barnabas Tower, 
on The sea-facinG side 
of The naTiviTy façade

n 1905, Joan Maragall, the poet 
and friend of Gaudí, wrote the ar-
ticle “Una gràcia de caritat...!” in the 
Diario de Barcelona to ask for dona-
tions for the Temple of the Sagrada 
Família, in which he described it as 
follows: "It is a monument of eter-
nally ascending piety, it sets in stone 
our longing for God above."

115 years later, what the poet 
described is still coming true, and as 

of the end of 2019, almost all of the central towers were tall-
er than the Nativity façade, which rises up 107 metres and 
contains the only bell tower that Gaudí saw finished in his 
lifetime, the Barnabas tower, located on the sea-facing side. 
The tower of Jesus Christ now stands at 111.78 metres, with 
five levels of panels constructed; the tower of the Virgin Mary 
stands at 110.65 metres, with eighteen levels constructed, 
and two of the towers of the Evangelists, those of Luke and 
Mark, now stand at 108.17 metres thanks to the eleven lev-
els constructed. The other two, Matthew and John, now reach 
a height of 106.14 metres, a level below but also almost at 
the same height as the bell towers of the Nativity façade.

The six central towers will be completed by 2022. For 
some time now, work has also been ongoing on the pinna-
cles that crown them. In the case of the towers of the Evan-
gelists and the Virgin Mary, the stone, ceramic and concrete 
elements that make up the bottom half of the pinnacles are 
already being built. Meanwhile, prototypes of the crowning 
elements are in development, including a morning star point, 
in the case of the tower of the Virgin Mary, and important el-
ements are already being made, such as the icosahedra that 
will sit in the middle of the pinnacles of the towers of the 
Evangelists. The 1:5 scale models of the four tetramorph fig-
ures that will crown the pinnacles of the towers of the Evan-

towards 2026

Tower of Jesus 
Christ
(172.5 metres)

Ended 2019 at a 
height of 111.78 m 
with five levels 
of panels 
constructed.

Towers of the 
Evangelists
(135 metres)

The towers of Luke and 
Mark stand at 108.17 m 
thanks to the eleven levels 
constructed; Matthew and 
John stand at 106.14 m, 
with one fewer level.

Tower of the  
Virgin Mary
(138 metres)

It was the first tower 
that started to rise 
higher, in December 
2016. 18 of its  
19 levels have been 
constructed and  
it is 110.65 m high. 

Thanks to the increasing height of the central towers over the last 
few months of 2019, the Temple’s distinctive outline has changed 
and has been completed with the lanterns. By 2020, the central 
towers are expected to reach a height of 130.67 metres.

The central towers are now taller 
than the Nativity façade

In the second half of 2019, work on the Sagrada Família continued 
to focus on the six central towers, which have marked a new milestone 

in the history of the Temple after rising above the Nativity façade, 
perhaps the most iconic outline of the Basilica for almost one hundred years. 

However, work has also begun on other fronts: the roofs of the side naves 
and the Baptistery basements

Jordi Faulí  
SUpErVISING arChITECT oF ThE SaGrada FaMíLIa

gelists, by the sculptor Xavier Medina 
Campeny, could be seen on display dur-
ing the open doors days in September. 

If you were to go up to the con-
struction site of this tower, you would 
see everyone working diligently and 
carefully. You would see the bricklay-
ers and blacksmiths first putting in 
place the steel structures for the cor-
ners of the towers and the tiled stone 
panels previously assembled at the 

The bapTisTery 

The basements under 
the Baptistery are 
being built on the side 
of the Glory façade 
closest to Carrer 
Sardenya.

The pinncales
Some elements of the 
pinnacles of the towers 
of the Evangelists and 
of the Virgin Mary 
are already being 
manufactured. 
Work is underway on 
the construction plan 
for the pinnacle of the 
tower of Jesus Christ. 

The roofs
At the end of 2019, 
construction work 
began on the roofs 
of the side naves. 
They will be 
15 metres wide.

pETEr

JEsus

Mary

aNdrEw

MaTThEw

phILIp
ThoMaS

Mark LUkE

MaTThIaS
JUdaSBarThoLoMEw

JaMES  
ThE LESS

SIMoN
BarNaBaS

JohN

paUL
JaMES ThE GrEaT

locaTion of The Towers

ENVISAGING THE NEW 
TEMPLE OUTLINE

Towers of the 
apostles 
(98 to 120 
metres)

All six central towers are expected 
to be completed by 2022. From 
this point on, the focus of the 
work will shift to the Glory façade 
and the domed corner structures.

2022

 Completed 
areas

 Areas 
under 
construction

report on the works

I
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external workshop in Galera (Bages). 
You would then see them placing in-
side the tower the prefabricated piec-
es that join the panels to the corners, 
which will represent the firmament de-
signed in the artists’ studio; you would 
also see them fill in the space between 
these pieces and the outside face of 
the panels with concrete, with the arris-
es made of porphyry in this tower and 
those of the towers of the Evangelists, 
and of blue granite on the tower of the 
Virgin Mary. a few days later, you would 
see scaffolders assemble the inner 
platform used to build a new level of 
panels. at the centre of the tower, you 
would see other bricklayers placing the 
large granite pieces at the core of the 
staircase, tightening the steel bars that 
join the steps together, and carefully 
assembling them. Further down, you 
would see the stonecutters reworking 
the lintels of doorways of the towers of 
the Evangelists.

a technical visit is carried out every 
week to the tower of Jesus Christ. The 
visit is made by the architect responsi-
ble for the project, the supervising archi-
tects of the structure, the installation site 
manager, the works, structure and instal-
lation managers, the head of security at 
the construction site and the heads of 
the Construction department, who are 
in charge of the construction, production, 
and infrastructure. These visits to the site 
are used to verify that the tower is be-
ing built in accordance with the project 
plan in all its aspects and according to 
the schedule, to check the topographic 
data of the positioning of the panel levels 
and to ensure that there is no significant 
deviation. The team also visits the Galera 
workshop to review the various pieces 
that are being produced at this site, such 
as the prototype for the top of the stair-
case of the tower of Jesus Christ, and 
the pre-assembly of the different panel 
levels, as well as quality controls.

These checks are also carried out 
for the towers of the Evangelists and 
the tower of the Virgin Mary, as well as 
for the various parts under construction 
in the Temple, such as the roofs of the 
side naves, the flooring, underfloor heat-
ing and the basements of the Baptis-
tery, which, in recent months, have been 
worked on incessantly.

work begins on the construction 
of the roofs of the side naves
having completed the bulk of the roofs 
on the side naves of the transepts, in 
december work was begun on the con-
struction of the roofs of the side naves of 

PrOjEcTS IN dEVELOPMENT, 
bEyONd THE WOrk SITE 

Apart from the visible progress of the 
construction, work in recent months 
has also focused on the execution of 
different projects. 
One example is the work being done on 
the pinnacle of the tower of Jesus Christ, 
which is made up of two parts. The first, 
about fifteen metres high, consists of 
twelve parabolic surfaces containing 
the following words of praise: "Tu solus 
Sanctus, Tu solus Dominus, Tu solus 
Altissimus"; the second part, seventeen 
metres high, is comprised of the four-
armed Cross. 
Meanwhile, final construction work has 
started on everything that is left to do on 
Carrer de Provença (the Chapel of the As-
sumption, the cloister sections and the 
second sacristy). The preliminary work 
on the basements has also been started, 
which will enable the construction of fu-
ture entrances and reception spaces for 
visitors and worshippers, as well as an 
area for the necessary services. 
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MASTEr PLAN Of 
THE NATIVITy fAçAdE
Last September, the Master Plan for the 
restoration and consolidation of the Nativ-
ity façade and terraced cloisters of the Sa-
grada Família was completed. It has been 
presented to the Heritage departments of 
the Government of Catalonia and the Bar-
celona City Council, who will evaluate it. 
This plan sets out the general guidelines 
and criteria for the restoration of the façade 
and will be used to draft the restoration 
plan, which is already underway.

the main nave, which are fifteen metres 
wide, twice as wide as those of the tran-
septs. Each section contains a large py-
ramidal lantern with a square stone base, 
which will allow light inside to illuminate 
the skylights of the vaults and will be 
clearly visible from the street. The con-
struction of these roofs has started pre-
cisely with these four bell-shaped col-
umns that will support the square base 
of this lantern. Each of the columns 
starts from a base near the circle and 
gradually opens up towards the upper 
band in the form of a paraboloid, thus 
supporting the lantern. They are made 
from a single piece of precast con-
crete in a similar colour to the stone of 
Montjuïc. The arches that support the 
flat brick vaulted ceilings with stone on 
the outside have also been started.

On the previous page, the placement of panels of the tower  
of the Virgin Mary; on this page, construction of the basements  
of the Baptistery and placement of the columns of the side naves.

The construction of the baptistery begins
as well as what has been described above, another notable 
development has been the start of construction work on the 
Baptistery with work carried out on the basements beneath this 
space and the surrounding area, which will reach as far as the 
façade of the cloister and the edge of the Schools. 

work has begun on the concrete pilings of the screens 
that will provide the foundations and enable the basement 
to be built. In order to carry out the work, it was necessary to 
place a fence on the pavement of Carrer de Mallorca, which 
will remain in place until the Baptistery has been completed. 

The basements of the Baptistery are just some of the 
different spaces that will exist under the Temple floor and 
will be used, on the one hand, for the facilities that will pro-
vide comfort to the ground level of Carrer de Mallorca and 
the Temple floor, as well as other amenities. 

For more information, visit our blog on the Internet: 

blog.sagradafamilia.org



love it. I'm so happy right now”. That’s how impressed 32-year old 
Cecília Passriu was, one of the twelve winners of the latest draw 
organized by the Sagrada Família to visit the Temple work site. The 
draw was launched via the Cap al 2026 magazine, published last 
September on the occasion of the Basilica’s Open Doors day to 
publicize how the works are progressing. The prize allowed citi-
zens to visit the central towers of the Temple, which are still under 
construction, for the first time and to climb to the base of what will 

be the tallest tower in the Temple, the tower of Jesus Christ, which at that time 
rose up to a height of 101.5 metres. They were also able to learn about the 
works thanks to Xisco Llabrés, an architect in the Temple’s Project department.  

By the first stop of the service lift in which the ascent was made, 
at 30 metres, you could already feel the excitement in the air. Because 

However, there was still one final surprise, 
which came when they climbed a little further, 
up to 110 metres. “I’m a fan of heights”, claimed 
Juan Gómara, 47. A native of Zaragoza who re-
cently moved to Barcelona, he was accompa-
nied by a friend, Ricardo Gallego, 29. He also 
expressed his enthusiasm for the visit: “It’s really, 
really cool. We feel incredibly privileged”. 

At this point, the visitors were given a tech-
nical overview of the works. This allowed the 
participants to learn, for example, that the Tem-
ple is built of stone taken from quarries from 
around the world similar to those of Montjuïc. 
And more than one visitor was surprised to 
learn from Xisco Llabrés that Gaudí used con-
crete, "which during his time was state-of-the-
art technology”.

Once back inside the Temple, a stop at the 
choir gallery allowed the architect to provide 
some final explanations. With a perspective of 
the nave not usually seen on the regular tour, 
Xisco talked about the light and stained glass 
windows of the Basilica. 

“I loved the visit and going up to the tower of 
Jesus Christ. Now, I'm even more impressed by 
Gaudí’s work”. This comment, from 32-year-old 
Sonia Gentsch, summed up the 
overall feeling of the group af-
ter taking part in this high-qual-
ity visit. Educational and excit-
ing at the same time, it left the 
visitors with a lasting memo-
ry, which may only be bet-
tered in the future that 
awaits the Sagra-
da Família: “When 
the works are com-
pleted in 2026, all 
this will be even 
more impressive.  
We’ll have to come 
back,  al though 
I’m sure we’ll be 
back before then”, 
said Juan Gómara. 
There will certain-
ly be reasons to 
do so. 

The parTicipanTs were  
The winners of a draw 
announced in The Cap 
al 2026 magazine, published 
on The occasion of The 
Temple’s open doors day

I

from there, the visitors were able to see the Ba-
silica from a very different perspective, very close 
to the outside of the apse windows and staircase 
where Gaudí’s original buttresses are. The next 
stop, this time at 45 metres up, allowed them to 
access the tower of the Virgin Mary, which at the 
time reached a height of 104.35 metres. 

One of the visiting couples, Sandra Ruiz, 43, 
and Antoni Magrinyà, 50, said they knew the Tem-
ple well. However, despite the fact that they never 
miss a chance to visit it, this time the visit was, in 
Antoni's words, “extraordinary”. 

And he wasn’t wrong, as was seen when the 
group climbed up to 105 metres. “This is incredi-
ble!” Sandra exclaimed as they gazed at the tow-
er of Jesus Christ, and two of the four towers of 
the Evangelists alongside it. From this privileged 
lookout, as well as being able to enjoy spectacular 
views of the city, they could also see the bell tow-
ers on the Nativity façade, the most iconic profile 
of the Temple built so far. Phones and tablets were 
going off like mad. 

A visit of high standing
Despite the fact that construction on the Sagrada Família is progressing before  
our very eyes, the general public has never been able to access the work site.  

However, on 3 October, a dozen people were the first to do so 

01

01

The group,  
visiting the part  
of the work site 
behind the Nativity 
façade towers.
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We have been 
to the Sagrada 
Família many 
times, but this 
has been a truly 
extraordinary 
visit”
Antoni MAgrinyà, 50
SAnDrA rUiZ, 43
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 1999

Do you remember?

The interior in the midst of construction

 
Looking at the Temple now, and especially considering that in a little over six years the architectural part will have been 

completed, it is difficult to believe that until very recently it all looked very different. In fact, just two decades ago, 
work was being done inside the Basilica on the foundations of the columns of the transept and the crossing, 

and the only things inside were work huts, a provisional altar and, above all, scaffolding, which occupied a space 
that is now taken up by visitors and worshippers. 

symbols

A totAl of 39 nAmes

The column contains the names 
of 39 of the 41 patriarchs, kings, 

and other ancestors of Jesus 
that Matthew mentions in his 

Gospel. The two that are missing 
are those of Joseph and of the 

Messiah himself, which are found 
elsewhere on the façade.  
The names are written in  

the modern Latin alphabet.

he central portal of the Nativity façade, 
the portal of Charity, is dedicated to 
Jesus, coming to be like a large nativi-
ty scene where various sculptural el-
ements depict scenes from the ori-
gins and the birth of Jesus. The very 
scene depicting this moment is sup-

ported by a thin column that divides the portal of Char-
ity in two, and on which the genealogy of the Son of 
God is carved according to what is written in the Gos-
pel of Matthew. This column was sculpted in the Tem-
ple workshops in 1895 and set in place in 1896. 

The trumeau therefore allows us to trace back 
Jesus’s ancestors, whose names are inscribed on a 
spiral ribbon wrapped around the column, starting 
with Abraham. At the base there is a serpent with an 
apple, symbols of original sin. There is also a wrought 
iron mesh, made at the workshop of the blacksmith 
Joan Oñós, which surrounds the column. At the bot-
tom, the mesh is very thick and closes the column over 
the name of Abraham and the serpent. The capital of 
the trumeau, which supports the complete sculpture 
of the Nativity, is decorated with palm leaves and 
dates. The name of Jesus is carved here, closing off 
the genealogy. 

T

The column  
of Jesus’  

genealogy

Christmas reminds us of the historical 
moment when Jesus arrived into the world. 

His ancestors were sculpted into 
the trumeau column of the central doors 

of the Nativity façade 



Temple · January 2020
16

Temple · January 2020
17

n 27 October, the Sagrada Família 
hosted a mass of diaconal ordinations, 
led by the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Barcelona, Mons. Joan Josep Omella 
i Omella, who ordained Jordi Avilés 
Zapater, Miguel Doctama Mirabueno, 
Jordi Domènech Llauradó, Enrique 
Fernández Manzano, Rubén García 
Lozano, Vicenç Martí Fraga, Joan 
Mundet Tarragó and Diego Pino Solà as 
deacons. Two thousand people attended 
the celebration, which featured 182 
concelebrants, including the auxiliary 
bishops of Barcelona, Mons. Sergi 
Gordo and Mons. Antoni Vadell. 
Five of the new deacons are students of 
the Conciliar Seminary of Barcelona and 
received their diaconate as a step along 
their path toward becoming priests. 
The remaining three were ordained 
permanent deacons. In his homily, Mons. 
Omella emphasized the generosity of 
the wives of these deacons, “echoing”, 
he said, "the generous ‘I do’ they gave 
when they got married”. The Archbishop 
also emphasized the fact that the 
diaconate “is a service, not an honour, 
because honour is bestowed upon us 
at baptism”, and encouraged the new 
deacons to bear in mind the role of 
silence, because “we live in a universe 
invaded by noise, and God has difficulty 
in being heard”. 

O

CELEBRATIONS  

New 
deacons 
ordained 

at the 
Sagrada Família

The Cardinal Archbishop of 
Barcelona presided over the mass, 

with 182 concelebrants 

Image of the presbytery  
of the Temple during the 
celebration, with the Cardinal 
Archbishop and auxiliary 
bishops presiding over it.

WORSHIP
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CELEBRATION  

On 5 October, the Basilica held its first 
international evening mass, which from 
now on will take place every Saturday and 
evenings before holy days of obligation 
at 8 pm. These masses are in addition to 
those that have been held on Sundays 
and holy days of obligation at 9 am since 
2017. Almost 100,000 attendees have 
taken part in these liturgical celebrations 
since they were first held. 

CALENDAR

The Sagrada Família 
starts celebrating 

evening mass
Evening mass is held on Saturdays 

and evenings before holy days 
of obligation at 8 pm

02

03

The campaign’s 
press conference, 
in the parish crypt, 
introduced and 
led by Mn. Ramon 
Ollé, director of 
the Archdiocese 
Office for Social 
Communications  
in Barcelona.

02

Image of the  
Temple during 
evening mass  
on 5 October.

The Sagrada Família parish has 
launched a fund-raising campaign to 
cover the cost of restoring and moving 
a new organ to the crypt. It is a pipe 
organ that was built in Paris in 1896 and 
donated by the Society of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Anyone interested in 
donating can do so in person at the 
crypt of the Sagrada Família or online 
at www.orguedelacripta.cat/en. 

PATRONAGE

Campaign for the  
crypt to once again 
have a pipe organ

The instrument will  
provide musical  

accompaniment to mass

01

03

01

The procession 
entering the Temple 
with the two cardinal 
archbishops and the 
auxiliary bishops 
among its ranks.

On 29 December, the Basilica hosted 
a mass for the Religious Celebration of 
the Holy Family, led by the Archbishop 
of Rabat (Morocco), Mons. Cristóbal 
López, and concelebrated by the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Barcelona, 
Mons. Joan Josep Omella i Omella, and 
by the auxiliary bishops Mons. Antoni 
Vadell and Mons. Sergi Gordo. This 
celebration was held under the slogan 
“Family, school and holy path”, and 
during the mass, couples celebrating 
25, 50 or more years of marriage 
renewed their vows. 

The Basilica  
hosts the Religious 

Celebration of  
the Holy Family

It was led 
by the Archbishop of Rabat,  

Mons. Cristóbal López
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tation, although during this activity they learned 
that frankincense and myrrh are plant resins. 

Once inside the Temple, the guide informed 
them that the Sagrada Família is scheduled to 
be completed by 2026. “Do you think we’ll 
manage it?” she asked them. “Yes” was the 
unanimous answer. And in this atmosphere of 
togetherness they arrived at the cloister of La 
Mercè, where the workshop was to take place. 
The challenge was to make a star to decorate 
their Christmas tree, but first, through a game of 
discovery, they had to collect the necessary ma-
terials. Divided into groups, they had to prove 
their ingenuity and once they had passed all the 
tests, they had everything they needed: colour-
ful balls, medallions and small wooden sticks. At 
that point their imaginations took over. The re-
sult: their very own handmade stars to decorate 
their Christmas trees at home. 

Several parents were full of praise for the 
workshop and the activity in general, including 
Laura López and José Manuel López, 43 and 44 
respectively, who came with Berta, 6, and Júlia, 
8. “It allows you to learn about the Sagrada Famí-
lia from an educational point of view”, said Òscar 
Rodríguez, 38, who was visiting the Temple for 
the first time with his son Joaquim, 6. 

Other participants were old hands. This was 
the case of Jordi Kuan, 9, who had attended 
the Christmas workshop a couple of years ago. 
According to his mother, Meritxell Percerises, 
51, these initiatives are great because “the visit 
is educational and they get to do an activity they 
love, and they also get to take home a souvenir 
they made themselves”. 

“The thing I liked most about the ac-
tivity was the workshop”, said Mario 
López, 8. In any case, it went 
without saying that he loved 
the craft activity because he 
was the first to finish the star. 

At the end of the workshop 
there was no doubt that the boys and 
girls had had fun, but not just during the 
craft activity: they also enjoyed the visit and 
the game. They learned things about 
Christmas and its protagonists, as well as 
about the Sagrada Família, and eventually 
left, happy, with a star to remind them of 
Christmas. 

01

To make the star  
they were given 
colourful balls, 
medallions and  
small wooden sticks.

I didn’t need 
much help, just 
with the knots. 
I did the rest 
myself. It was my 
first workshop 
at the Sagrada 
Família and I 
really liked it”
Mario López,  
8 years oLd

hristmas is the quintessential time for being with 
those we love. It’s a time for meeting up with friends 
and family, to share moments and conversations with 
them, to give and receive. And it was these same 
Christmas values that were put into practice by the 
more than 400 children aged between 6 and 12 who 
participated in the family workshop organized at the 

Sagrada Família. Accompanied by one or two adults, the children learned 
about the details of the Nativity façade and took part in game of discovery 
complete with a craft activity, in this case, creating a Christmas star in 
representation of the one that guided Melchior, Gaspar and Balthasar to 
the place where Jesus was born. 

Thirty sessions of the workshop were held between 30 November and 
5 January. They all started at the Nativity façade, where it was already clear 
that the children were eager to learn and have a good time together. In-
deed, when Esther, the guide, asked how they were celebrating Christmas, 

their answers included words like nativity scene, 
carols, and Christmas tree, and also one particular-
ly important one: family. And as if they were in fact a 
family, from the outset all the members of the group 
showed that they knew how to work together. 

“What do we celebrate at Christmas?”, the guide 
asked them. “Over the course of the morning you’re 
going to find out more, but to do so you’ll have to 
become detectives”, she added. The excitement was 
palpable, and even more so when she showed them a 
book - “secret and quite old”, she told them - found in 
the old Temple schools building. According to the 
guide, the book was by Martí, a 12-year-old boy who 
had written about the history of the Temple with text 
and drawings. 

As they read excerpts from it, the children learned 
that Martí’s favourite part of the Sagrada Família was 
in fact the Nativity façade. “When I look at it, it makes 
me think about Christmas, my favourite time of year”, 
he had written. Esther showed the children figures in 
the book that they were able to spot them on the fa-
çade: Jesus, the ox and the mule, the shepherds, a 
very special star and the Magi. “What gifts did they 
bring Jesus?”, the guide asked them. Ever attentive, 
some children responded at once and without hesi-

A star guides the start of Christmas at the Temple
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 CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

More than 400 children between the ages of 6 and 12 took part in the Sagrada 
Família family workshop this year. They all made a star 

to decorate their Christmas trees at home

The children also 
wenT on a guided Tour 
and played a game 
of discovery where, 
among oTher Things, 
They learned abouT 
The deTails of The 
naTiviTy façade
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The first celebration  
of the birth of Jesus

For the second year, the Basilica hosts the missa del Pollet mass, which celebrates  
the birth of Jesus but at a time more suitable for children

MASS

On 24 December at 7 pm, the Sagrada Família host-
ed the well-known missa del Pollet mass to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, but at a time that allowed families 
and children to take part. More than 1,200 people, 
including a good number of children, attended the 
celebration. This was the second time the Basilica 

has included this mass in its Christmas celebrations. 
The ceremony was led by Mons. Sergi Gordo, auxiliary 
bishop of Barcelona. A small figure of Jesus presided 
over the mass, and at the end of the Eucharist, the 
bishop took it to the outside of the façade to be wor-
shipped by the mass-goers. 

The Sagrada Família was filled with 
Christmas spirit thanks to the music played 
at the Temple’s traditional Christmas 
concert held on 30 November. This year, 
the music was supplied by the National 
Classical Orchestra of Andorra (ONCA) 
and the Chamber Choir of the Palau de 
la Música Catalana. 

The two groups performed 
different pieces, including traditional 
Catalan Christmascarols, such as 
Fum, fum, fum. Other Christmas carols
were also performed, as well as Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s cantata Christ lag in 
Todesbanden and Arvo Pärt’s Te Deum. 
The concert was conducted by Xavier 
Puig, currently conductor of L’Orquesta 
Simfònica del Vallès and main conductor 
of the Chamber Choir of the Palau de la 
Música Catalana, and by Gerard Claret, 
concertmaster of the National Classical 
Orchestra of Andorra. This orchestra 
was established in 1992 as a string 
orchestra and was recognised with the 
Government of Catalonia Creu de Sant 
Jordi medal in 2004.  

CONCERT

Music to mark 
the start of 

the Christmas 
celebrations 

This year, more than 1,300 people 
attended a concert in which 

traditional Catalan Christmas 
carols were performed

01 02

Adoration of 
the child Jesus 
at the doors of 
the Nativity façade 
after the mass.

A photo of the 
concert, with Xavier 
Puig conducting 
the orchestra 
and the choir.
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01
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he Christmas light show on the Sa-
grada Família’s Nativity façade, which 
expresses the joy and happiness of 
the birth of Jesus and of life itself, is 
becoming a traditional Christmas 
event in the city of Barcelona. This 
year was in fact the Basilica’s third 

edition and more than 25,000 people attended over 
the ten sessions, almost double the number from the 
previous year. 

The sessions took place on 19, 20, 21 and 22 
December. Shortly before the first one started, a group 
of boys and girls were looking up information on their 
phones about some of the figures on the façade. Al-
though they knew it well, they said that they didn’t 
want to miss the opportunity to see it lit up. And just 
like them, there were people of all ages, both locals 
and tourists alike, waiting for the event in anticipation. 

"We want you to immerse yourself in the Nativity 
façade created by Gaudí”. These were the opening 
words of the voice-over set to music that accompa-
nied the lighting. It went on to explain the details and 
the scenes that make up the façade while the different 
sculptural elements were lit up. The narration explained 
the scenes depicting the coming into the world of the 
Son of God and their symbology, as described in the 
Gospels: the sculptures of Joseph, Mary and, especial-
ly of Jesus, the star of the show, but also of the shep-
herds, angels and musicians; of the ox and the mule, 
as well as of the Magi, who followed the bright star. 
Because as we all know, “he who follows the star finds 
Jesus”, stated the voice-over. 

The sessions lasted fifteen minutes, leaving the 
spectators astounded and open-mouthed, with 
smiles on their faces and overcome with emotion. Af-
ter each session, there was hot chocolate for every-
one who came out to watch the illumination on the fa-
çade, and both the attendees and those who had 
watched it from the street left the Temple with smiles 
on their faces, having shared together the spirit of 
Christmas. 

T

Christmas fills  
the Nativity 

façade with light

The Nativity façade of the Sagrada Família 
was lit up once again this year. 

 More than 25,000 people came to see it, 
sharing the Christmas spirit 

with the Basilica
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Visitors to the 
light show 
photographing the 
colourful façade 
from Plaça de 
Gaudí.
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The light show 
was watched from 
inside the Temple 
grounds, a few 
metres from 
the façade itself.

04

Detail of the 
illuminated  
façade, with  
the sculpture  
of the Nativity 
in the centre.

03

The number of 
visitors this year 
was almost  
double the  
number from  
the previous year.
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"This is the second time 
I’ve seen the Christmas 
lights and it was even 
better this time. I found the 
whole ensemble worked 
well; the atmosphere 
and the music went well 
together” 
Araceli Orive
73 yeArS olD

"It was beautiful.  
The truth is that I didn’t 
expect this. I think that 
the colours they used were 
very appropriate” 
Amalia Rodríguez
24 yeArS olD

"It's a show that captivates 
you. I really liked it. 
If anything, it was too 
short. I really got into it. 
I would definitely like to 
see the next edition" 
Inés Fumero
26 yeArS olD

"I came to see the lights 
three years ago. This time 
around, I thought it was 
very good overall” 
Jordi Pujol
71 yeArS olD

“I thought the music was 
great, but also the whole 
thing. This is the first time 
I’ve been and I thought it 
was very good. I would 
come back for sure” 
Oriol Prat
25 yeArS olD

"I've seen this show in 
previous years and I have 
to say that they make 
it better every time. 
They’ve really outdone 
themselves” 
Dolores Taravillo
77 yeArS olD
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interviewinterview

— When did you start working for the Sagrada Família and 
what did you do before becoming the financial director? 

  I was hired in September 2012 for a three-year project. The 
first things I did were to manage the three stores we had and 
which we outsourced, and to reorganize the finance 
department. But, after a year, I was made head of administration 
and finance, and in December 2017 my boss, Xavier 
Martínez, was named managing director of the Sagrada 

commercial nature, and the monitoring, advising and drafting 
of the work execution, services and maintenance contracts. 
In terms of intellectual property, this department centralizes 
and channels all legal requests and enquiries related to the 
use and exploitation of intellectual property rights and other 
intangible assets belonging to the Foundation, and also 
drafting the contracts related to this. In the fiscal and tax 
areas, it is responsible for responding to queries, meeting 
the requirements and submitting the documentation 
required by the different bodies of the Tax Agency. 

— In a way, you could say that the department that you 
run is the economic heart of the Sagrada Família, 
although the most visible part is the work of the 
Temple itself, right? 

 The finance department will clearly contribute to achieving 
the 2026 target. In the last seven years, we have grown a 
lot and have adapted to the new needs that have arisen 

with regard to financial management, 
purchasing control, and in terms of 
overseeing budgets and procurement. 
This department carefully handles 
the internal control of the 
Foundation, the correct accounting 
and compliance with legal and 
fiscal requirements, and it manages 
the cash flow and carries out 
financial planning.

—How, then, have you assumed 
the responsibility of running this 
department, one of the pillars of 

the work carried out at the Sagrada Família?
 It is a responsibility that I have gradually taken on board, 

through work and dedication. I must also say that I’ve also 
been very lucky with the people around me. It is clear that 
to be able to take on these tasks you have to have the right 
team, as has been the case, to be able to adapt to all the 
changes and the increasing volume of work. 

— And what does it mean for you to be part of the 
management team of the Sagrada Família?

 It is a professional and personal challenge, and I’m 
delighted. Before joining the management team, I had a 
vision of the Temple, which corresponded to the financial 
and legal aspects, but today my vision is much broader and 
more global. 

Família, so he handed two of the areas he managed over to 
me. Finally, on 1 May 2019, I was made financial director, 
with the 2026 challenge looming on the horizon. 

 — How many people are in your team? 
 Sixteen people in total. Eight of them make up the core of 

the department, which is responsible for accounting, cash 
flows, invoicing, sales and tax matters. Then, there are four 

lawyers and four others who help us with controlling the 
work budget. 

— Speaking of the budget, over the last few years it was 
80 million and in 2019 it increased to 103. Why this 
increase? 

 In June 2018, for the first time, the Board of Trustees was 
presented with a year-by-year budget of what will need to 
be spent to complete the work by 2026, because it is one 
thing to set a completion date and another, to quantify the 
numbers to make it possible. 

— What was the 103 million spent on? 
 62% was spent on the construction costs of the Basilica, 

from the purchasing of materials such as stone and steel, to 
storage, production, execution of works, maintenance and 
staff. The remaining 38% was allocated to the expenses 
required to make all of this run smoothly, which included the 
cost of visitor services including 
cleaning, security, customer service, 
production services, communication 
services and legal services. 

— It’s a fact, though, that the 2019 
budget continues the trend of 
increases every year over the last 
few years, right? 

 Yes. Everyone who comes to the city 
wants to see the Sagrada Família. 
From 2010 onwards, after the 
dedication by Pope Benedict XVI, the 
number of visitors has increased. You 
could say that everything started that year, and to 
accommodate the large number of people we now receive, 
we had to increase security, logistics and guided tours. 
Everything multiplied. The organization of events also 
became more professional. 

— And what is the budget for 2020?
 Income and expenditure are both continuing to increase, 

though less than last year. So, the budget we have presented 
is similar to that of the previous year.

— With regard to the purchases made for the works that 
are managed by your department, how are these carried 
out for a construction of this magnitude and 
significance? 

 When it comes to purchasing for a work 
such as this, the main requirement is to 
have complete control. To achieve this, 
the purchasing department interacts 
closely with the other departments, 
helping them both with requests and 
with the search for quality and 
competitive suppliers. 

— The legal department of the Temple 
also manages the legal area. What is 
its role and what is it responsible for? 

 Coordinating professional services 
including legal advice in the commercial 
and civil field. This includes, for example, 
responding to quick queries on 
contractual matters of a civil or 

to learn more...

HOBBIES

Sport is one of her passions. She 
started ice-skating at the age of 
five and was close to taking part in 
the Spanish championships, but 
switched to competitive swimming. 
Currently, she goes to the gym. She 
loves history and culture in general. 
She’s an animal lover and has a cat 
named Miler.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Emma Marina is 44 years old and 
has degrees in both Business and 
Economics. While studying, she worked 
in auditing and consulting firms. She 
started out as an accountant, but was 
very soon put in charge of teams. She 
then completed an Executive Master's 
Degree in Financial Management and 
moved on to management.  

She has been working at the Sagrada Família for seven years and has been the financial director 
of the Temple since last May. Her work and that of her team have enabled the Foundation 

to manage a budget that in the last year increased by 20% 

“TO RuN THE TEmPLE'S 
FINANCE dEPARTmENT, 
yOu NEEd TO HAvE 
A TEAm THAT AdAPTS 
TO CHANgE ANd TO 
THE INCREASINg 
vOLumE OF wORk”

EmmA mARINA
FINANCIAL dIRECTOR OF THE SAgRAdA FAmíLIA

 “It’s one thing to set 2026 as the completion 
date for the works, and another to manage  

the numbers to make it possible”



Basílica de la 

sagrada
Família

www.instagram.com/basilicasagradafamilia/
@sagradafamilia
www.facebook.com/BasilicadelaSagradaFamilia
www.youtube.com/user/sagradafamiliacat


	01.pdf
	02-03 ENG
	04-05 ENG
	06-11 ENG
	12-13_visita_guanyadors ENG
	14-15 ENG
	16-17 ENG 17 gener V1
	18-19 ENG 22 gen V1
	20-21 taller ENG
	22-23 ENG
	24-25 ENG
	26-27 ENG
	28

